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84TH CONGRESS l SENATE f REPORT 
1st Session No. 95 


PENALTIES FOR THREATS AGAINST PRESIDENT-ELECT 
AND VICE PRESIDENT 


MaxcH 15 (legislative day, MArcH 10), 1955.—Ordered to be printed 


Mr. Kırsorz, from the Committee on the Judiciary, submitted the 
following 


REPORT 


[To accompany 8. 734] 


The Committee on the Judiciary, to which was referred the bill 
(S. 734) to amend title 18 United States Code, section 871, to provide 


— for threats against the President-elect and the Vice President, 
aving considered the same, reports favorably thereon without amend- 
ment and recommends that the bill do pass. 


PURPOSE 


The purpose of the proposed legislation is to amend section 871 
of title 18, United States Code, to provide penalties for threats against 
the President-elect and the Vice President. 


HISTORY OF THE LEGISLATION 


An identical bill of the 83d Congress, S. 2602, was pending before 
the full committee at the close of the Congress. 


STATEMENT 


Title 18, United States Code, section 871, makes it a Federal 
crime willfully and knowingly to make any threat to take the life of 
or to inflict bodily harm upon the President of the United States, 
whether such threat is deposited for conveyance in the mail, or is 
otherwise communicated. The proposed legislation would amend 
this statute to include, in addition to threats against the President, 
threats made against the President-elect and the Vice President of 
the United States, 




































2 -THREATS AGAINST PRESIDENT-ELECT AND VICE PRESIDENT 


The United States Secret Service, Treasury Department, is by law 
charged with the protection of the President-elect and Vice President, 
as well as the protection of the President and his family. It has 
been the experience of the Secret Service that the present law has 
been a great aid in the investigation of threats against the President, 
in that it permits prompt Federal action to be taken in the matter 
regardless of the manner in which the threats are communicated. 
Although it has been the past experience of the Secret Service that 
threats against President-elect or Vice President have been some- 
what less numerous than those directed against our Presidents, there 
have been sufficient number of cases involving threats against the 
President-elect and Vice President, investigation or prosecution. of 
which have been hampered because of lack of an applicable Federal 
statute, to warrant the proposed amendment of title 18, United 
States Code, section 871, and the Treasury Department has recom- 
mended enactment of the proposed legislation. 

The committee is in agreement with the recommendation of the 
Treasury Department that legislation is necessary to grant protection 
against threats to the President-elect and the Vice President of the 
United States. No reason appears why they should not be accorded 
the same protection now accorded to the President of the United 
States. 

The committee believes that this legislation is meritorious and, 
therefore, recommends favorable consideration of this bill, S. 734. 

Attached hereto is the letter of the Acting Secretary of the Treasury 
addressed to the President of the Senate under date of January 5, 1955. 


TREASURY DEPARTMENT, 
January 5, 1955. 
The PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE. 

Sir: There is transmitted herewith a draft of a proposed bill to amend 18 
United States Code 871 to provide penalties for threats against the President- 
elect and the Vice President. 

Title 18, United States Code, section 871 makes it a Federal crime willfully and 
knowingly to make any threat to take the life of or to inflict bodily harm upon 
the President of the United States, whether such threat is deposited for convey- 
ance in the mail, or is otherwise communicated. The proposed legislation would 
amend this statute to inelude, in addition to threats against the President, threats 
made against the President-elect and the Vice Presient of the United States. 

The United States Secret Service, Treasury Department, is by law charged 
with the protection of the President-elect and Vice President, as well as the pro- 
tection of the President and his.family. It has been the experience of the Secret 
Service that the present law has been a great aid in the investigation of theats 
against the President, in that it permits prompt Federal action to be taken in the 
matter regardless of the manner in which the threats are communicated. Al- 
though it has been the past experience of the Secret Service that threats against 
Presidents-elect or Vice Presidents have been somewhat less numerous than those 
directed against our Presidents, there have been a sufficient number of cases in- 
volving threats against the President-elect and Vice President, investigation or 
prosecution of which have been hampered because of lack of an an Federal 
statute, to warrant the proposed amendment of title 18, United States Code, sec- 


tion 871. Accordingly, the Treasury Department recommends the enactment of 
the proposed legislation. 

A comparative type showing changes which the proposed legislation would 
make in existing law is enclosed for convenient reference. The proposed legisla- 
tion was submitted by the Department to the 83d Congress and introduced as 
8. 2602 and H. R. 5665. However, no further action was taken prior to adjourn- 
ment, 
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THREATS AGAINST PRESIDENT-ELECT AND VICE PRESIDENT 3 


It would be appreciated if you would lay the proposed bill before the Senate. 
A similar proposed bill has been transmitted to the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives. 

he Department has | een advised Ly the Burean of the Budget that there is 
no objection tu the submissivn of this prcposed legislation to the Congress. 
Very truly yours, 
H. CHAPMAN Rose, 
Acting Secretary of the Treasury. 


CHANGES IN EXISTING LAW 


In compliance with suùsecti: n (4) of rule XXIX of the Standing 
Rules of the Senate, changes in existing law made by the bill, as 
reported, are shown as foll ws: (existing law proposed to be omitted 
is enclosed in black brackets, new matter is printed in italics, existing 
law in which no change is proposed is shown in roman). 


TırLe 18, Unitrep States Cope, Section 871 


§ 871. Threats against President[.], President-elect, and Vice-President. 

Whoever knowingly and willfully deposits for conveyance in the mail or for 
delivery from any post office, or by any letter carrier, any letter, paper, writing, 

rint, missive, or document containing any threat to take the life of or to inflict 

dily harm upon the President of the United States, the President-elect, or»the 
Vice-President of the United States, or knowingly and willfully otherwise makes 
any such threat against the President, President-elect, or Vice-President, shall be 
fined not more than $1,000 or imprisoned not more than five years, er both. 
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Calendar No. 63 


BATH CONGRESS } SENATE { Report 
1st Session No. 105 





CERTAIN CASES IN WHICH THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 
HAS SUSPENDED DEPORTATION 


Marcu 15 (legislative day, Marcu 10), 1955.—Ordered to be printed 


Mr. Kırsore, from the Committee on the Judiciary, submitted the 
following 


REPORT 


[To accompany S. Con. Res. 17] 


The Committee on the Judiciary, to which were referred certain 
cases in which the Attorney General has suspended deportation for 
more than 6 months, having considered the same, reports favorably 
on certain of said cases and recommends that Senate Concurrent 
Resolution 17 with reference to certain of said cases do pass. 


PURPOSE OF THE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION 


The purpose of the concurrent resolution is to record congressional 
approval in aecordance with Public Law 863 of the 80th Congress of 
suspension of deportation in certain cases in which the Attorney 
General had suspended deportation for more than 6 months. 


STATEMENT OF FACTS 


Since 1940 and prior to July 1, 1948, the law provided in substance 
that the Attorney General may suspend deportation of certain aliens 
if he finds that such deportation would result in serious economic 
detriment to a citizen of the United States or legally resident alien who 
is the spouse, parent, or minor child of such deportable aliens. Under 
the then existing law such suspension of deportation was subject to 
review by the Congress; but if within a designated period of time the 
Congress did not pass a concurrent resolution stating in substance 
that the Congress does not favor the suspension of deportation, the 
suspension was final, and the status of the alien involved was adjusted 
to that of a permanent resident. 
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2 CERTAIN CASES OF SUSPENDED DEPORTATION 


Public Law 863 of the 80th Congress (approved July 1, 1948), 
enlarged the classes of deportable aliens who were eligible for suspen- 
sion of deportation by adding to the group of aliens eligible for sus- 
pension (a) certain aliens theretofore ineligible by reason of race, 
and (6) aliens who have resided continuously in the United States 
for 7 years or more and were residing in the United States on the 
effective date of the act. The procedure prescribed by the applicable 
law requires affirmative congressional approval in each case before 
the suspension of deportation becomes final and. the status of the 
alien can be adjusted to that of a permanent resident. 

Included in the concurrent resolution are 143 cases. These 143 
cases are among 148 cases referred to the Congress during the months 
of June, July, and August of 1954. Of the cases referred during 
this period, one case was withdrawn by the pag y General, 1 case 
may be withdrawn by the Attorney General and 3 cases are being 
held for further study and investigation. 

In each case which is recommended for approval, a careful check 
has been made to determine whether or not the alien (a) has met the 
requirements of the law, (b) is of good moral character, and (c) is 
possessed of strong equities which would warrant the suspension of 
deportation. 

The committee, after consideration of all the facts in each case 
referred to in the concurrent resolution, finds that the concurrent 
resolution should be enacted and it accordingly so recommends its 
enactment, 
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S4TH CONGRESS SENATE $ REPORT 
Ist Session 





DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


LEGAL ACTIVITIES AND GENERAL ADMINISTRATION FEES AND 
EXPENSES OF WITNESSES 


Marcu 15 (legislative day, Marcu 10), 1955.—Ordered to be printed 


Mr. Haypen, from the Committee on Appropriations, submitted 
the following 


REPORT 


[To accompany H. J. Res 


The Committee on Appropriations, to whom was referred House 
Joint Resolution No. 252, reports the same to the Senate without 
amendment and recommends that the resolution be passed. 

The resolution provides $710,000 additional for the payment of 
fees and expenses of witnesses who appear on behalf of the Govern- 
ment in cases in which the United States is a party. Information 
furnished the'committee is to the effect that the $1,000,000 previously 
appropriated for this purpose has become exhausted, 
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